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Food Product
• Wheat is milled directly into flour and 

food products
• Quality is of utmost importance
• Want to provide wholesome, clean 

food products
• DO NOT DESSICATE! No glyphosate 

period



Quality
• Vomitoxin (DON)

• Sprout (HFN)

• High test weight

• Dockage (broken/shrunken kernels, unhusked kernels, green 
kernels, FM)



Disease Management
• Fungicides – suppression only – not 

control

• Timely application

• Plant resistant varieties



Increased dockage over past few years
• Hulls in grain

• Unhusked kernels

• Green kernels

• Weed seeds (e.g. wild oat)



Clean equipment
• All vessels that handle grain – wagons, trucks, combines, 

augers

• Dust, bird droppings, rodents, old rotted grain

• What did truck haul last? What was last thing through the 
auger? Fertilizer, treated seed, dirt?



Yield Monitor Calibration

1. Temperature
2. Mass Flow Vibration
3. Moisture Sensor
4. Yield

§ Make sure distance is properly calibrated
§ Follow owners manual for specific methods
§ Use accurate equipment for calibrations (error in equipment will be transferred to 

combine)
§ Each crop must be calibrated each year (treat high and low moisture corn as 

separate crops)



Combine Adjustments

§ Make only one adjustment at a 
time.

§ Know why you are making an 
adjustment before making it.

§ Double-check the result of the last 
adjustment before making another 
change.

§ Operate the combine at its full 
capacity.

§ Check operation frequently and 
especially whenever crop 
conditions change.



Combine Adjustments

§ Reel speed (10-25% faster than 
ground speed)

§ Ground speed – maximum to 
maximize machine capacity

§ Cleaning Fan speed
§ Sieves (chaffer) opening
§ Concave setting
§ Rotor or cylinder speed
§ Chop/spread straw whole width



Have a SAFE harvest!



Grains per head

Heads per meter2

Grains per meter2

Thousand Kernel Weight

UK targets



High Management Trial
1. Select 10 commercially available varieties (erect/droopy)
2. Two seeding rates: 0.5 and 1.0 million seeds per acre 
3. Fall starter fertilizer for P and K according to soil test recommendations
4. Fall herbicide – Talinor/Osprey depending on what weed species present
5. 60 pounds of N (urea) + 25 pounds of sulfur (AMS) applied just after greenup
6. Feekes 6: fungicide (Trivapro) + plant growth regulator (Adjust) + micronutrient 

(S, Zn, Mn, B MAX-IN® Ultra ZMB® Plus, 1 qt/a)
7. Feekes 6.5-7.0: 60 pounds of N (28% UAN)
8. Feekes 9: 40 pounds N + 5.5 pounds S (Amidas) Urea + AMS
9. Feekes 10.5.1: fungicide (Miravis Ace) + micronutrient (S, Zn, Mn, B MAX-IN® 

Ultra ZMB® Plus, 1 qt/a)


